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Appointments, etc

2009-

2004-2006
2004-2005
2003-2004

2003-2004

2002-2003

1992-2002
1985-1992
1984-1985

1980-1984
1978-1980
1978-1980
1975-1978
1970-1975

Vice-President, Clare Hall, University of Cambridge
Leverhulme Emeritus Fellow
Visiting Fellow, Corpus Christi College, University of Cambridge
Fellow, Centre for Research in the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities
(CRASSH), University of Cambridge

By-Fellow, Churchill College, University of Cambridge

Member, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, USA

Director, The British Museum
Director, National Museums of Scotland
Director, Royal Scottish Museum

Keeper, Department of Chemistry, Science Museum, London
Deputy Keeper, Wellcome Museum of the History of Medicine
Secretary to the Advisory Board of the Science Museum
Assistant Keeper, Department of Chemistry, Science Museum
Assistant Keeper, Royal Scottish Museum, Edinburgh

Awards, etc

2005
2002
2002
2000
1998
1995
1991
1990
1986

1986
1984

Council of Europe, Pro Merito Medal

Commandeur de I’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (France)
Member of the International Academy of the History of Science
Honorary Fellow, St John’s College, Oxford

Honorary Doctor of Science, University of Durham

Honorary Doctor of Science, University of Edinburgh
Honorary Fellow, Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh

Dexter Award, American Chemical Society, for Outstanding Contributions

to the History of Chemistry
Fellow, Society of Antiquaries of London
Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry



Education, etc

1963-1970 St John’s College, University of Oxford

1963-1967 State Scholar

1964-1967 Casberd Exhibitioner

1966 BA (Natural Sciences-Chemistry), later converted to MA
1967 BSc (by thesis: Electrical Properties of Free Radical Solutions)
1972 DPhil (thesis: Neutron Inelastic Scattering)

First VI colours
President of Middle (Graduate) Common Room

1983 Certificate in British Archaeology, Extra-Mural Department, Oxford

Current Involvements (as of December 2008)
Chairman, Society for the History of Alchemy and Chemistry 2007-
President, Association of Independent Libraries 2003-

Official Fellow, Clare Hall, University of Cambridge 2006-
Chairman of the Art Committee, Social Events Committee; member of the
Finance, Fundraising, Buildings, Tanner and Ashby, and Official Fellowship
Committees

Affiliate, History of Science Department, Harvard University 2008-

Affiliated Scholar, Department of the History and Philosophy of Science, University of
Cambridge

Senior Fellow, McDonald Institute of Archaeology, University of Cambridge

Visiting Professor, University of the Arts London 2006-

Board of Directors, Chemical Heritage Foundation, Philadelphia 2006-

Board of Cecil Higgins Art Gallery, Bedford 1992-

Board of Thackray Museum, Leeds 1995-

Trustee, British Empire and Commonwealth Museum, Bristol, and Chairman of the
Capital Development and Exhibitions Committee 2001-

Board of Visitors, Museum of the History of Science, University of Oxford 2002-

Committee for the History of Science, Technology and Medicine,
Modern History Faculty, University of Oxford 1993-

Board of the Fundacion de Apoyo al Museo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnologia,
Madrid, Spain 2000-



Senior Research Associate, Museum of the History of Science, University of Oxford

Editorial Board, Annals of Science

Editorial Advisory Board, Ambix The Journal of the Society for the History of
Alchemy and Chemistry

International Editorial Adviser, Journal of the History of Collections

Previous Associations
Museums and Galleries
Massachusetts General Hospital, Consultant for Museum Concept, 2009
Chemical Heritage Foundation, Philadelphia, Consultant for Museum, 2006-2008
Government of Taiwan, Architectural Panel for National Palace Museum, 2003-2005
Board of Hahn Cultural Foundation, Seoul, South Korea 2000-2006
National Museum Directors Conference, Executive Committee 1998-2002
Chairman of the International Committee 1999-2002
Board of the American Friends of the British Museum 1995-2002
Board of Friends of the Wellcome Library and Centre 1995-2004, Chairman from 2002
Trustee of the Rijksmuseum voor de Geschiedenis van de Natuurwetenschappen
(Boerhaave Museum), Leiden, The Netherlands 1994-1999
Advisory Committee on Science, Technology and Medicine, British Library 1992-2002
Board Member of the Museum Training Institute 1989-1996
Council of the Museums Association 1988-1992
Trustee of the Beecroft Bequest 1988-1992
Executive Committee, Scottish Museums Council 1984-1991
Chairman, Group for Scientific, Technological and Medical Collections 1980-1982

Learned Societies
American Chemical Society National Landmarks Committee 2002-2005
Trustee, Royal Society of Edinburgh Foundation 1997-2001
Royal Society Committee on the Public Understanding of Science (COPUS) 1996-2000
President, British Society for the History of Science 1989-1991
Whithorn Trust Research Committee 1986-1992
Royal Irish Academy/Royal Dublin Society Scientific Instruments Committee 1985-1990
Royal Society British National Committee for the History of Science 1985-1989
Editorial Board Nuncius: Annali di Storia della Scienza (Florence) 1986-1995
Council of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland 1985-1991
President, Scientific Instrument Commission of the International Union of the
History and Philosophy of Science 1982-1997
Committee of the Royal Society of Chemistry Historical Group 1981-1993
Hon Secretary, Royal Scottish Society of Arts 1973-1975

University Committees
Arts and Humanities Research Board, Higher Education Museums Panel 2001-2003
Modern History Faculty, University of Oxford, External Relations Committee 1999-2003



University College London, Collections Advisory Board 1994-1997

External Examiner, Courtauld Institute of Art, University of London 1997-2002
Board of School of Advanced Study, University of London 1994-2002

Board of the Warburg Institute, University of London 1993-1997

Library Committee, and Management Committee, University of Edinburgh 1988-1991
Board of Institute of Advanced Studies in the Humanities, University of Edinburgh
1987-2000

Other Bodies

Department of Culture, Media and Sport, Advisory Panel on Illicit Trade 2002-2002
British Council, Visual Arts Advisory Committee 1994-2002

Council of Europe, Art Exhibitions Expert Adviser 1992-2005

Chairman, Treasure Trove Panel for Scotland 1990-1992

Panel on Finds Disposal, Historic Buildings and Monuments of Scotland 1988-1990
Director, National Register of Archives of Scotland 1986-1989

Conferences, Lectures etc
Too numerous to list, but a selection (since 2003) includes:

'‘Museums and Class in the Victorian Age' at Boston Athenaeum

'‘Collections and the Common Man: How Museums Make a Difference’, lecture to
Smithsonian Institution Congress of Scholars, Washington DC

‘The Challenges Facing Museums in the 21st Century', at the World Cultural Forum,
Kyoto

Lectures 'The Role of Museums in the 21st Cetury' at Mycongji University and at the
Academy of Korean Studies, Seoul

Address, 'Perspectives of the Deutsches Museum', Munich
"The Changing Roles of Museums', National Palace Museum, Taipei

Helmholtz Lecture ‘Self-Education and the Réle of Things’, at Humboldt University,
Berlin.

Opening lecture, 'Patrimonio Cientifico: Conservado o Fosilizado?' in the series “Ways of
Viewing Scientific Heritage’, at Museo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnologia, Madrid

Keynote lecture, ' To Thrive or Survivre: Research in Museums' at Canadian Museums
Association meeting, Ottawa

‘Science Museums, Curators and Academies: A Non-Meeting of Minds?' at the Research



and Museums conference held at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Stockholm
‘Scientists and their Icons', Artefacts meeting at the Nobel Museum, Stockholm

'Circa 1951: Presenting Science to the British Public' at Linus Pauling and his Era
conference at Oregon State University

Presentation at launch of Gavin Bridson's The History of Natural History: An Annotated
Bibliography at the Linnaean Society, London

Dunfey Lecture, 'Spreading Jam Thinly: Museums, Historians and Everybody Else' at
University of New Hampshire

Lecture ‘Dr Black Goes Down to Town’ for the “William Hunter and Eighteenth-Century
Collecting’ conference at Glasgow University;

Darwin Lecture, 'Filling in Gaps: Black, Darwin and the Midlands Jaunt of 1788', Friends
of Shrewsbury Museums.

'‘Who Owns Antiquities?' St Andrews University Scarlet Gown Society
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‘A New Start for the Nationals” Museums Journal 86(1) (1986)

‘Sir William Ramsay’ in The Story of Scotland (1988)

‘Obituary: 10" Duke of Newcastle’ The Guardian (5 January 1989)

‘Research in Museums’ British Society for the History of Science Newsletter (1990)

[Reminiscences of the 6™ Marquess of Bute] in Maldwin Drummond (ed) John Bute: An Informal
Portrait (Norwich: Michael Russell, 1996) pp 27-29

The British Museum [Guide to the Collections, published also in six foreign language editions] (London:
British Museum Press, 1997)

‘Chemical Balance’, Distillation” and ‘Furnace’ in Robert Bud and D J Warner (eds) Instruments of
Science: An Historical Encyclopedia (London; Garland, 1998) pp 45-47, 182-184, 251-253

‘Behind Closed Doors’ [Museums of North Korea] Museums Journal (October 2001), pp 14-15

“The Access Issue is Nothing New’ in Josie Appleton (ed) Museums for ‘The People’? (London: Institute
of Ideas, 2001) pp 44-46

‘Dear Generaldirektor Fehlhammer’ in 100 Jahre Deutsches Museum Museumdirektoren und
Wissenschaftler aus aller Welt gratulieren (Munich 2003) 4-5.

‘Gerard L’Estrange Turner: A Eulogy’ Bulletin of the Scientific Instrument Society 88 (2006) 1

‘Chemistry at the Whipple’ Chemical Heritage 25 (2007) 46

Book Reviews

C R Hill Museum of the History of Science Catalogue 1: Chemistry (in Ambix 19 (1972))

R H Nuttall Early Scientific Instruments (in Technology and Culture 15 (1974))

T H Levere and G L’E Turner Martinus van Marum Volume 4 (in Ambix 22 (1975))

Robert P Multhauf Neptune’s Gift. A History of Common Salt (in Science 205 (1979))

Eric Forbes Human Implications of Scientific Advance (in Endeavour 3 (1979))

Stanley Joel Reiser Medicine and the Reign of Technology (in Ambix 26 (1979))

Joseph Needham Science and Civilisation in China Volume 5 Part iv (in Nature 291 (1981))
Ernst Ruska The Early Development of Electron Lenses (in Ambix 29 (1982))

B Bolle Barometers in Beeld (in Bulletin of the Scientific Instruments Society 3 (1983))

J A Bennett Spectroscopes, Prisms and Gratings (in Ambix 31 (1984))



J A Bennett The Celebrated Phaenomena of Colours (in Ambix 31 (1984))

R Raper A History of Technology Volume 8 (in Endeavour 9 (1985))

A Rahman Science and Technology in Indian Culture (in Technology and Culture 27 (1986))
J Stock and M V Orna The History and Preservation of Chemical Instrumentation (in Isis 78 (1987))
David Lowenthal The Past is a Foreign Country (in Isis 80 (1989))

David Knight A Companion to Physical Sciences (in Durham University Journal 82 (1990))
F AJ L James The Development of the Laboratory (in Annals of Science 48 (1991))

Trevor | Williams Robert Robinson, Chemist Extraordinary (in Annals of Science 48 (1991))
James Reardon-Anderson Chemistry in China 1840-1949 (in Nature 354 (1991))

Otto Mayr The Deutsches Museum (in Technology and Culture 33 (1992))

E JHolmyard Alchemy (in Annals of Science 50 (1993))

Jan Golinski Science as Public Culture (in Ambix 40 (1993))

David Knight Ideas in Chemistry, a History of the Science (in Annals of Science 51 (1994))
Lisa Rosner Medical Education in the Age of Improvement (in Annals of Science 51 (1994))

Alan Q Morton and Jane Wess Public and Private Science..King George I11 Collection (in Notes and
Records of the Royal Society 49 (1995))

Gerard L’E Turner The Practice of Science in the Nineteenth Century (in Bulletin of the Scientific
Instrument Society 52 (1997))

Gabriella Rambaldi Istrumenti di Chimici un Laboratorio del XIX Secolo (in Ambix 44 (1997))

Ronald M Birse Science at the University of Edinburgh 1583-1993 (in Archives Internationales
d’Histoire des Sciences 48 (1998))

Geraldine Norman The Hermitage: The Biography of a Great Museum (in THES (23 January 1998))
Sharon Macdonald The Politics of Display: Museums, Science, Culture (in THES (19 June 1998))

Carla Yanni Nature’s Museums: Victorian Science and the Architecture of Display (in THES (14
January 2000))

Francis Maddison and Emilie Savage Smith Nasser D Khalili Collection of Islamic Art: Science, Tools
and Magic (in Ambix 47 (2000))

Keith Thomson Treasures on Earth (in Museums Journal 102 (2002))

José Ramon Bertomeu Sanchez and Antonio Garcia Belmar Abriendo las Cajas Negras: Coleccion
Cientificos de la Universitat de Valéncia (in Ambix 51 (2004))



Marco Beretta and Giovanni di Pasquale Arts et Sciences. Le Verre dans I’lEmpire Romain (in Annals of
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