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Address:  Honey Hill House, Honey Hill, Cambridge CB3 0BG, UK 
               (and 453 Franklin Street, Cambridge, MA 02139, USA) 
Telephone:  01223 328049    07866 713336 (mobile)     
e-mail:  rgwa2@cam.ac.uk 
British subject,  born London 2 May 1944, married to Jane Portal 
 
Appointments, etc 
 
2009-           Vice-President, Clare Hall, University of Cambridge 
2004-2006   Leverhulme Emeritus Fellow 
2004-2005   Visiting Fellow, Corpus Christi College, University of Cambridge 
2003-2004   Fellow, Centre for Research in the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities 
                      (CRASSH), University of Cambridge 
2003-2004    By-Fellow, Churchill College, University of Cambridge 
 
2002-2003    Member, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, USA 
 
1992-2002    Director, The British Museum 
1985-1992    Director, National Museums of Scotland 
1984-1985    Director, Royal Scottish Museum 
 
1980-1984    Keeper, Department of Chemistry, Science Museum, London 
1978-1980    Deputy Keeper, Wellcome Museum of the History of Medicine 
1978-1980    Secretary to the Advisory Board of the Science Museum 
1975-1978    Assistant Keeper, Department of Chemistry, Science Museum 
1970-1975    Assistant Keeper, Royal Scottish Museum, Edinburgh 
 
Awards, etc 
 
2005             Council of Europe, Pro Merito Medal 
2002             Commandeur de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (France) 
2002             Member of the International Academy of the History of Science 
2000             Honorary Fellow, St John’s College, Oxford 
1998             Honorary Doctor of Science, University of Durham 
1995             Honorary Doctor of Science, University of Edinburgh 
1991             Honorary Fellow, Society of Antiquaries of Scotland 
1990             Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh 
1986             Dexter Award, American Chemical Society, for Outstanding Contributions 
                          to the History of Chemistry 
1986             Fellow, Society of Antiquaries of London 
1984             Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry 



 
 
 
 
Education, etc 
1963-1970           St John’s College, University of Oxford 
1963-1967           State Scholar         
1964-1967           Casberd Exhibitioner 
 
1966                     BA (Natural Sciences-Chemistry), later converted to MA  
1967                     BSc (by thesis: Electrical Properties of Free Radical Solutions) 
1972                     DPhil (thesis: Neutron Inelastic Scattering) 
 
                             First VIII colours 
                             President of Middle (Graduate) Common Room 
 
1983                     Certificate in British Archaeology, Extra-Mural Department, Oxford 
 
Current Involvements (as of December 2008) 
Chairman, Society for the History of Alchemy and Chemistry  2007- 
President, Association of Independent Libraries  2003- 
 
Official Fellow, Clare Hall, University of Cambridge 2006-  
            Chairman of the Art Committee, Social Events Committee; member of the                                
             Finance, Fundraising, Buildings, Tanner and Ashby, and Official Fellowship                                    
             Committees 
Affiliate, History of Science Department, Harvard University  2008- 
Affiliated Scholar, Department of the History and Philosophy of Science, University of  
             Cambridge                                                                                           
Senior Fellow, McDonald Institute of Archaeology, University of Cambridge 
 
Visiting Professor, University of the Arts London  2006- 
 
Board of Directors, Chemical Heritage Foundation, Philadelphia  2006- 
Board of Cecil Higgins Art Gallery, Bedford  1992- 
Board of Thackray Museum, Leeds  1995- 
Trustee, British Empire and Commonwealth Museum, Bristol,  and Chairman of the                              
          Capital Development and Exhibitions Committee  2001- 
Board of Visitors, Museum of the History of Science, University of Oxford  2002- 
Committee for the History of Science, Technology and Medicine,  
           Modern History Faculty, University of Oxford  1993- 
Board of the Fundación de Apoyo al Museo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología,  
           Madrid, Spain  2000- 
 



Senior Research Associate, Museum of the History of Science, University of Oxford  
 
 
Editorial Board, Annals of Science 
Editorial Advisory Board, Ambix  The Journal of the Society for the History of  
             Alchemy and Chemistry 
International Editorial Adviser, Journal of the History of Collections 
 
Previous Associations 
Museums and Galleries 
Massachusetts General Hospital, Consultant for Museum Concept, 2009 
Chemical Heritage Foundation, Philadelphia, Consultant for Museum, 2006-2008 
Government of Taiwan, Architectural Panel for National Palace Museum, 2003-2005 
Board of Hahn Cultural Foundation, Seoul, South Korea  2000-2006 
National Museum Directors Conference, Executive Committee  1998-2002 
           Chairman of the International Committee  1999-2002 
Board of the American Friends of the British Museum  1995-2002 
Board of  Friends of the Wellcome Library and Centre  1995-2004,  Chairman from 2002 
Trustee of the Rijksmuseum voor de Geschiedenis van de Natuurwetenschappen  
           (Boerhaave Museum), Leiden, The Netherlands  1994-1999 
Advisory Committee on Science, Technology and Medicine, British Library  1992-2002 
Board Member of the Museum Training Institute  1989-1996 
Council of the Museums Association  1988-1992 
Trustee of the Beecroft Bequest  1988-1992 
Executive Committee, Scottish Museums Council  1984-1991 
Chairman, Group for Scientific, Technological and Medical Collections  1980-1982 
 
Learned Societies 
American Chemical Society  National Landmarks Committee  2002-2005 
Trustee, Royal Society of Edinburgh Foundation  1997-2001 
Royal Society Committee on the Public Understanding of Science (COPUS)  1996-2000 
President, British Society for the History of Science 1989-1991 
Whithorn Trust Research Committee  1986-1992 
Royal Irish Academy/Royal Dublin Society Scientific Instruments Committee  1985-1990 
Royal Society British National Committee for the History of Science  1985-1989 
Editorial Board Nuncius: Annali di Storia della Scienza (Florence) 1986-1995 
Council of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland  1985-1991 
President, Scientific Instrument Commission of the International Union of the 
        History and Philosophy of Science  1982-1997 
Committee of the Royal Society of Chemistry Historical Group  1981-1993 
Hon Secretary, Royal Scottish Society of Arts 1973-1975 
 
University Committees 
Arts and Humanities Research Board, Higher Education Museums Panel  2001-2003 
Modern History Faculty, University of Oxford, External Relations Committee  1999-2003 



University College London, Collections Advisory Board  1994-1997 
External Examiner, Courtauld Institute of Art, University of London  1997-2002 
Board of School of Advanced Study, University of London  1994-2002 
Board of the Warburg Institute, University of London  1993-1997 
Library Committee, and Management Committee, University of Edinburgh  1988-1991 
Board of Institute of Advanced Studies in the Humanities, University of Edinburgh   
1987-2000 
 
Other Bodies 
Department of Culture, Media and Sport, Advisory Panel on Illicit Trade  2002-2002 
British Council, Visual Arts Advisory Committee  1994-2002 
Council of Europe, Art Exhibitions Expert Adviser 1992-2005 
Chairman, Treasure Trove Panel for Scotland  1990-1992 
Panel on Finds Disposal, Historic Buildings and Monuments of Scotland  1988-1990 
Director, National Register of Archives of Scotland  1986-1989 
 
Conferences, Lectures etc 
Too numerous to list, but a selection (since 2003) includes: 
 
'Museums and Class in the Victorian Age' at Boston Athenaeum  
 
'Collections and the Common Man: How Museums Make a Difference', lecture to 
Smithsonian Institution Congress of Scholars, Washington DC 
 
'The Challenges Facing Museums in the 21st Century', at the World Cultural Forum, 
Kyoto 
 
Lectures 'The Role of Museums in the 21st Cetury' at Mycongji University and at the 
Academy of Korean Studies, Seoul 
 
Address, 'Perspectives of the Deutsches Museum', Munich 
 
'The Changing Roles of Museums', National Palace Museum, Taipei  
 
Helmholtz Lecture ‘Self-Education and the Rôle of Things’, at Humboldt University, 
Berlin.  
 
Opening lecture, 'Patrimonio Cientifico: Conservado o Fosilizado?' in the series ‘Ways of  
Viewing Scientific Heritage’, at Museo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnologia, Madrid  
 
Keynote lecture, ' To Thrive or Survivre: Research in Museums' at Canadian Museums 
Association meeting, Ottawa 
 
 
'Science Museums, Curators and Academies: A Non-Meeting of Minds?' at the Research 



and Museums conference held at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Stockholm 
 
'Scientists and their Icons', Artefacts meeting at the Nobel Museum, Stockholm 
 
'Circa 1951: Presenting Science to the British Public' at Linus Pauling and his Era 
conference at Oregon State University 
 
Presentation at launch of Gavin Bridson's The History of Natural History: An Annotated 
Bibliography at the Linnaean Society, London  
 
Dunfey Lecture, 'Spreading Jam Thinly: Museums, Historians and Everybody Else' at 
University of New Hampshire  
 
Lecture ‘Dr Black Goes Down to Town’ for the ‘William Hunter and Eighteenth-Century 
Collecting’ conference at Glasgow University; 
 
Darwin Lecture, 'Filling in Gaps: Black, Darwin and the Midlands Jaunt of 1788', Friends 
of Shrewsbury Museums. 
 
'Who Owns Antiquities?' St Andrews University Scarlet Gown Society    
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L’E Turner (eds) Proceedings of the Eleventh International Scientific Instrument 
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‘Instruments, Inventories and Catalogues’ in Maurice Dorikens (ed) Proceedings of the XXth 
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‘The Status of Instruments in Eighteenth-Century Cabinets’ in Enlightening the British (see 
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‘La Chimica in Mostra’ in Enciclopedia Italiana. Storia della Scienza vol VII: L’Ottocento 
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Submitted for publication: 
 
‘Where has all the Chemistry Gone?’ (paper delivered at SIC meeting, Harvard University, September 
2007, to be published in Nuncius) 
 
'Dr Black Goes Down to Town' (paper delivered at 'William Hunter's World: the Art and Science of 
Eighteenth Century Collecting' conference, University of Glasgow, September 2008, to be published in 
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‘Londres: The British Museum’ in Fundación Amigos del Museo del Prado Los Grandes 
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Lindqvist Research and Museums: Proceedings of an International Symposium in 
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