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Ana Barahona did studies on biology and graduate studies at the National Autonomous
University of Mexico (UNAM). She studied for a year at Harvard University under
Professor Everett Mendelshon and was invited to join the American Philosophical Society;
she did postdoctoral studies at the University of California in Irvine, under Francisco J.

~ Ayala. She is a full time professor in the department of Evolutionary Biology at the School
of Sciences, in the UNAM. She has been a pioneer in the historical and philosophical
studies of science since 1980. She founded the area of Social Studies of Science and
Technology in the School of Sciences. Some of her interests focused on the history and
philosophy of evolution and genetics (especially in Mexico), and in the relationship
between epistemology and science teaching and science education, and its assessment.
Some of her published works include more than 30 specialized articles, several books on
research, and national text books for the Ministry of Education, for elementary education.
She is author of biology and philosophy of science text books for middle school and college
education. Dr. Barahona has offered more than 50 college courses for graduate and
undergraduate education, and has directed more than 30 dissertations. She is a member of
the Mexican Academy of Sciences, and of the National System of Researchers, which
depend on the Ministry of Education. She was a member of the Board of Directors (2001-
05) and is currently the President (2009-2011) of the International Society for the History,
Philosophy and Social Studies of Biology, an association which groups several of the most
relevant specialists in the field. She was a member of the International Committee of the
Scientific Society Sigma Xi (2003-2005), and at the moment is an associated editor of the
journal History and Philosophy of the Life Sciences (since 1999), and a member of the
editorial board of Biological Theory (since 2004). She was named Technical Advisor of the
National Institute for Education Assesment (Instituto Nacional para la Evaluacién de la
Educacién) for the 2002-2008 term, and a member of the Academic Council of the School
of Sciences at the UNAM, for the 2005-2007 term.

Areas of interest:
History and Philosophy of Biology (evolution and genetics),
Epistemology and the teaching of evolution and genetics in elementary education,
Education for environmental conservation.
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